
Ruby most recently has 
been up at bat as lead trial 
counsel for baseball star 
Barry Bonds in a case that 

has stirred a media blitz.
Bonds was accused of obstruc-

tion of justice and making false 
statements to a grand jury about 
alleged steroid use. U.S. v. Bonds, 
07-CR-0732 (N.D. Cal., filed Nov. 
15, 2007).

After a four-week jury trial in 
San Francisco federal court, the jury found Bonds guilty on April 13 of 
one count of obstruction of justice but was unable to reach a unanimous 
verdict on the remaining counts. The judge then declared a mistrial on 
those counts.

Last month, a federal judge upheld Bonds’ obstruction of justice con-
viction and denied a new trial or acquittal on the charge.
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Ruby declined to discuss the case, except to say that a sen-

tencing date has been set for Dec. 16, and that there is a possi-
bility of a conference on the counts not agreed on by the jury.

“There have been no decisions about an appeal,” he said.
Ruby said he enjoys working with those in the sports indus-

try.
“They tend to be competitive and well-prepared,” he said, 

“and they’re used to being in the public.”
But he disagrees with the popular wisdom that all of the head-

line-grabbing stories about celebrities these days — whether 
sports figures or entertainers — have made the public more 
cynical about them.

“It really hasn’t changed in a hundred years,” Ruby said. “If 
you read about athletes in the early days of the 20th century, 
there were fans and followers who adored them. And then, oc-
casionally, an athlete finds himself in hot water, and there is 
criticism. It’s very hard to differentiate from what we see to-
day.”

But Ruby did acknowledge the impact of today’s multime-
dia.

“The media is instantaneous,” he said. “It’s all pervasive, and 
an uproar can arise from isolated incidents. It’s difficult to es-
cape.”

Ruby also was willing to weigh in on the judicial system’s 
budgetary woes.

“There are enormous pressures on the courts and the need 
for courts to take aggressive or extreme measures to cope with 
the financial problems that California is facing,” he said. “They 
are having a growing effect on the people who need them and 
the people who practice in them. It’s more difficult to get to 
trial.”

It’s also making Ruby feel a touch of nostalgia.
“I’m old enough to remember the times when funding for 

public services — the courts, education and roads — was more abun-
dant,” he said.

Something must be done, Ruby said.
“The emphasis needs to be on Californians who need justice services 

and can’t get them.”
— Pat Broderick

LAWYERS IN CALIFORNIA
Editors’ NotE
From the mortgage crisis to the Gulf oil spill to virtually every major intellectual property dispute, California lawyers are playing leading 
roles. But they don’t just clean up big messes. They secure funding and regulatory approval for cutting-edge developments in water, energy, 
technology and biotechnology that are the promise of the future.

We aim for this list to be a kaleidoscope of the California legal scene. There are divorce attorneys and public finance lawyers, prosecutors 
and criminal defenders and much, much more.

We reviewed hundreds of nominations from members of the legal community and from our own editors and reporters to compile this list. 
It is never an easy task — the list isn’t long enough — but it is fun. Read on. We know you’ll enjoy learning about these people as much 
as we did. 

 — The Editors
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