
 Tell us abouT your biggesT 

Trial win from January 2016 To 

July 2017 and how you achieved 

The resulT for your clienT. In 

February 2017, as lead trial counsel, I 

scored a $500 million jury verdict for 

plaintiffs ZeniMax Media and subsid-

iary id Software against Facebook’s 

subsidiary Oculus VR and its execu-

tives in a hotly-contested copyright 

infringement lawsuit challenging 

Oculus’ claim to developing “virtual 

 reality.”  

The trial, which resulted in one 

of the largest jury awards in the U.S. 

in 2017, per Bloomberg, included 

the first-ever open court cross-ex-

amination of Facebook CEO Mark 

 Zuckerberg.

I  success fu l ly  persuaded  the 

jury that Oculus copied ZeniMax’s 

 copyrighted source code, vio-

lated the parties’ nondisclo-

sure agreement, and commit-

ted trademark infringement and 

false designation.  

The jury also found Oculus 

chief technology officer (and 

former ZeniMax employee) 

John Carmack liable for conver-

sion of ZeniMax’s proprietary 

information.

 share Two Trial Tips 

ThaT have been key To your 

success. 

1) Tell a story. Whether your 

audience is a judge or jury, hu-

man beings respond to a cogent, 

meaningful story.

2) Beware of overusing visual aids. 

Eye-to-eye contact and a clear con-

nection to your jury are invaluable.
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The lawyers in our 2017 special report scored big victories for their clients in high-stakes cases. How did they do it? Preparation, 
preparation, preparation. That work allowed these lawyers to fine-tune their themes, deliver effective witness examinations and win. 
This year, we’ve asked these litigators to tell their stories and share their trial tips in their own words, edited for clarity and length. 

—Lisa Helem 
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