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Proskauer Labor Partner Heads To Skadden In NYC
By Emily Brill

Law360 (February 11, 2025, 9:52 PM EST) -- Skadden Arps Slate Meagher &
Flom LLP announced Tuesday that it has hired a labor and employment
partner for its New York office who spent a decade at Proskauer Rose LLP,
where he recently helped a slew of major universities navigate the process of
their graduate student workers unionizing.

.
Steven J. Porzio represented institutions including Columbia University, the
University of Chicago, Duke University, Emory University and Stanford ‘
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University in legal proceedings connected to their graduate students' union
drives over the past several years.

Porzio, who has worked in traditional labor law since his first summer

associateship at Jackson Lewis PC, said American universities were placed in a unique position when
graduate workers began unionizing en masse. Unlike corporations, the universities weren't dealing
purely with workers: They were dealing with students and future alumni, Porzio said.

"They have an enhanced sensitivity to how they respond to the unionizing effort," Porzio said.

At Skadden, Porzio will continue to work in the traditional labor arena. Among his responsibilities will be
representing clients in collective bargaining negotiations, arbitrations and cases before the National
Labor Relations Board and assisting clients with responding to union drives and complying with labor
law.

Porzio's work in this area dates back to his time serving as a summer associate at Jackson Lewis —
where he worked for nearly seven years after law school, before joining Proskauer — while at the
Syracuse University College of Law. At this point, his legal career as a management-side labor attorney
spans over 17 years.

"This type of practice really requires speciality," Porzio said. "At this level with clients — especially in
higher ed, where they demand that subtlety, nuance and sensitivity — they're not looking for attorneys
that don't do the vast majority of the practice of traditional labor work."

Porzio said he gravitated toward Skadden because he found it "exciting and intriguing from a client-
development standpoint." The global head of the firm's labor and employment practice group, David
Schwartz, welcomed Porzio to the firm and praised his expertise in a statement Tuesday.



"Steve's impressive ability to advise employers on complicated labor management issues, negotiate
collective bargaining agreements and litigate complex labor disputes will provide immense value to our
clients," Schwartz said. "We look forward to the significant contributions Steve will make to our
practice."

In addition to universities, Porzio has significant experience with clients in the healthcare industry,
particularly hospitals, and clients in the real estate and construction industry, he said. He has also
worked with clients in sectors including retail, manufacturing, sports and entertainment, according to
Skadden.

--Editing by Emma Brauer.
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