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November 21, 2014 Increased Scrutiny for Government Contracts Under New Maryland Pay-to-Play
2014 Edition, Issue XXVI Law
If you have any questions Amendments to Maryland’s pay-to-play law taking effect January 1, 2015, will impose burden-
regarding the matters discussed some contract reporting requirements for many companies. Although Maryland has had a pay-
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The requirement will apply to companies that enter into or maintain a contract with a state or
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companies that have not filed an initial report on any current contract, the filing obligation will
commence with the first $200,000 contract on or after January 1, 2015. For companies that
have filed an initial report on a $200,000 contract that is still active, semi-annual filing will be
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persons who make a contribution at the direction of the company or a subsidiary. Covered
recipients include any candidate for, or holder of, state or local office in a jurisdiction with
which the company is doing covered business.

Importance of Seeking Timely Exemptions: Companies may obtain a waiver from disclosing
the value of their contracts and the agencies with which they contract by petitioning the State
Board of Elections and showing the requirement is unduly burdensome and the public inter-
est is not harmed by the lack of disclosure. We are happy to assist in preparing any waiver
requests, which may be submitted before the amendments take effect at the end of the year.




