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Kenneth Wolff, 3399
Partner, SKADDEN ARPS SLATE MEAGHER & FLOM 

NEW YORK’S RISING STARS

K
EN WOLFF REMEMBERS that while he was living the party
life of a student at Ohio Wesleyan University, his father,
an investment banker, would occasionally forward the
résumés that crossed his desk as not-so-subtle hints.

“These kids were just phenomenal,” he said. “Double majors in
engineering and physics, two stints in the Peace Corps—all
applying for the same jobs that I would be soon. I realized I had to
get on the stick.”

Mr. Wolff has made rising to the occasion something of a pattern
ever since.Take his first finance job: During his orientation, the
bank he worked for was acquired.The changeover could have
spelled disaster for a newbie. But within weeks, Mr. Wolff had
worked his way into a position in the office of the bank’s new
president.

A few years later, when he was a newly minted lawyer at Skadden
Arps, the two senior associates he was assisting on a deal quit.That left young Mr. Wolff—a mere lackey—and the senior partners.

“There was zero sleeping,” he recalled.
But the deal was a success, the first of many. He was the first associate in his class of 155 to make partner.
“When you’re paying outside lawyers a lot of money, you have high expectations,” said Keith Ebling, general counsel for Express Scripts,

which sought Skadden Arps’ expertise last year when it acquired WellPoint’s NextRx for $4.7 billion. “Ken exceeds them. He’s just as sharp
23 hours into a negotiation as he was when it first started.”

Other 2010 deals include XTO Energy’s $41 billion acquisition by Exxon Mobil, and three of the largest private-equity transactions in 

Latin America.
“Each deal is fitting together pieces of a complex puzzle, under tremendous time pressure,” Mr. Wolff explained. “It’s a rush.”

—hilary potkewitz
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