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Most Influential LawyersThe DecaDe’s A special report 

These are the lawyers who’ve defined a decade.
For our annual Most Influential Lawyers special report, the editors of The 

National Law Journal have selected 40 attorneys in a dozen key legal areas 
whose work between Jan. 1, 2000, and Dec. 31, 2009, was so consequential 
that it helped to push the profession, an industry or a practice area substantially 
forward.

The lawyers included in the pages that follow were selected through our staff’s 
reporting, as well as from more than 100 nominations submitted by the legal 
community. Associate Editor Leigh Jones valiantly spearheaded the effort, sifting 
through mounds of material to help us come to our difficult, final decisions.

The list spans law firms, academia, government and advocacy groups, but, 
consciously subtracts a few obvious categories: Members of the Supreme Court 
and attorneys general, for instance, are generally influential by definition, and 
they are not included here.

Instead, we have focused upon lawyers in the following specific 
practices: antitrust; appellate; bankruptcy; civil rights; corporate; energy and 
environmental; in-house; intellectual property; labor and employment; legal 
education; litigation; and regulatory. In other words, we’re primarily focusing 
on hard-working lawyers who’ve been in the trenches on big deals or major 
litigation or who have been pioneering at in-house positions or the nation’s  
law schools.

Think of this special report as a road map for those of you who aspire to most 
influential status in the decade ahead. The lawyers featured here point the way.

 — David Brown, editor in chief
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Bankruptcy

the decade’s most influential lawyers

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom’s John 
“Jack” Butler Jr. and Jay Goffman, who are co-
chairmen of the corporate restructuring practice, 
are at their best at the moment of every cor-
porate director’s worst nightmare: insolvency. 
“That’s our sweet spot,” Butler said. “We like 
letting CEOs and boards of directors know that 
there are a lot of options on the table.” 

Last year, Butler finalized a deal to restruc-
ture $19.3 billion in liabilities for auto-parts 
supplier Delphi Corp. after four years in bank-
ruptcy court. That deal was hailed as a coup for 
the automotive industry because the failure of 
Delphi would have jeopardized the entire global 
automotive supply chain. “There were a lot of 
employees and pension plans that were affected 
by that deal, but we were proud of the fact that 
we were able to save tens of thousands of jobs 
for a company that is an essential part of a major 
American industry,” Butler said. 

They have advised major clients such as 
America West, Kmart Corp., Rite Aid Corp., 
US Airways and Xerox Corp. through restruc-
turings. Butler also served as special counsel 
for Enron Corp. Goffman is currently working 
on the restructuring of MGM Studios. “We’ve 

worked with companies in just about every industry out there,” Goffman said. 
During the past decade, Butler and Goffman have also been at the forefront of the rise of prepack-

aged restructuring plans, or “prepacks.” Under those plans, a key group of creditors signs off on a plan 
ahead of a bankruptcy filing. 

They often put together eye-popping deals at swift speeds. After the credit crisis wiped out CIT 
Group Inc.’s ability to raise capital last year, Butler and Goffman’s department at Skadden helped put 
together a prepack that wiped out about $10 billion of CIT’s debt after just 41 days in court. Goffman 
pulled off a stunning “one-day” prepack on behalf of school bus manufacturer Blue Bird Bus Co. 
within 32 hours and 26 minutes from the time of filing for Chapter 11. “For us the goal is to maxi-
mize value for our clients and to get them thinking about the situation differently,” Goffman said. 

Jack BuTler 
SkAddeN, ArpS, SLAte, MeAgher & FLOM



Reprinted with permission from the March 29, 2010 edition of THE NATIONAL LAW JOURNAL © 2010 ALM Media Properties, LLC. All rights reserved. Further duplication without permission is prohibited. For 
information, contact 877-257-3382, reprints@alm.com or visit www.almreprints.com. #005-04-10-12

 March 29, 2010

Bankruptcy

the decade’s most influential lawyers

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom’s John 
“Jack” Butler Jr. and Jay Goffman, who are co-
chairmen of the corporate restructuring practice, 
are at their best at the moment of every cor-
porate director’s worst nightmare: insolvency. 
“That’s our sweet spot,” Butler said. “We like 
letting CEOs and boards of directors know that 
there are a lot of options on the table.” 

Last year, Butler finalized a deal to restruc-
ture $19.3 billion in liabilities for auto-parts 
supplier Delphi Corp. after four years in bank-
ruptcy court. That deal was hailed as a coup for 
the automotive industry because the failure of 
Delphi would have jeopardized the entire global 
automotive supply chain. “There were a lot of 
employees and pension plans that were affected 
by that deal, but we were proud of the fact that 
we were able to save tens of thousands of jobs 
for a company that is an essential part of a major 
American industry,” Butler said. 

They have advised major clients such as 
America West, Kmart Corp., Rite Aid Corp., 
US Airways and Xerox Corp. through restruc-
turings. Butler also served as special counsel 
for Enron Corp. Goffman is currently working 
on the restructuring of MGM Studios. “We’ve 

worked with companies in just about every industry out there,” Goffman said. 
During the past decade, Butler and Goffman have also been at the forefront of the rise of prepack-

aged restructuring plans, or “prepacks.” Under those plans, a key group of creditors signs off on a plan 
ahead of a bankruptcy filing. 

They often put together eye-popping deals at swift speeds. After the credit crisis wiped out CIT 
Group Inc.’s ability to raise capital last year, Butler and Goffman’s department at Skadden helped put 
together a prepack that wiped out about $10 billion of CIT’s debt after just 41 days in court. Goffman 
pulled off a stunning “one-day” prepack on behalf of school bus manufacturer Blue Bird Bus Co. 
within 32 hours and 26 minutes from the time of filing for Chapter 11. “For us the goal is to maxi-
mize value for our clients and to get them thinking about the situation differently,” Goffman said. 

Jay Goffman
SkAddeN, ArpS, SLAte, MeAgher & FLOM




