
Etcheverry, along with Skadden partner Thomas J. Nolan, represented 
the California sleep diagnostic company in the case, which involved a 
137-count indictment of their client, including alleged acts of health 
care fraud, conspiracy, money laundering and tax evasion. 

In May, Etcheverry argued the appeal before a panel of judges in the 
9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals. He currently is awaiting the appellate 
court’s ruling. 

Etcheverry said the victory was an emotional one, giving him the rare 
opportunity to fight for a client’s civil liberty. He is a litigator who deals 
in bet-the-company cases. 

“It was an opportunity to wrap yourself in the flag,” Etcheverry said. 
“It was really neat to apply those principles in complex litigation in the 
context we practice in. Very often, we deal with business disputes, but in 
this case, it was an individual liberty issue.” 

The constitutional victory was one of several recent high-profile wins 
knocked out by Etcheverry, who became a partner at the firm in April 
2006. 

In November 2007, he garnered a decisive win in arbitration for his 
client, a Korean company that was invested in a $300 million construc-
tion project in Los Angeles, against a company co-member and manager. 
Because of Etcheverry’s work on the case during a one-week trial, the 
panel ruled that the co-member and manager engaged in acts of willful 
deception and breaches of their contractual and fiduciary obligations. 
The final arbitration award came out in March. 

Etcheverry arrived in Los Angeles in 1998 in pursuit of the high-
stakes cases he handles today. Originally from the Bay Area, Etcheverry 
attended the University of Nevada in part to follow his hopes for a career 
in professional baseball. 

“I certainly had some aspirations to maybe be a professional athlete,” 
he said. “But I think, given the limitations on my talent, I made the right 
choice.” 

He came to Los Angeles shortly after graduating from UC Berkeley 
School of Law, as an associate at Skadden. 

Today, Etcheverry’s practice allows him to travel the world. His recent 
work has taken him to China, where he represents the country’s larg-
est beverage manufacturer, Wahaha, in a bitter business dispute against 
French food products company Groupe Danone, with whom the Chinese 
company entered into a joint venture in the 1990s. 

He continues his love for sports, although golf and tennis are his sports 
of choice these days. Etcheverry lives with his wife and 2-year-old daugh-
ter in Woodland Hills, and has another child, a son, on the way. 

— REBECCA U. CHO 
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T
he state of the legal business is dismal. Revenues are down. 
Clients are complaining about the bills. Firms want their law-
yers to be better rainmakers. There’s no time for pro bono work 
— not to mention a personal life! 

Set aside those concerns for a moment, and consider this year’s 
list of the Daily Journal’s 20 top lawyers under 40. Suddenly, the 
future doesn’t look so bleak. 

In January 2002, government agents stormed the Westlake Village cor-
porate headquarters of SDI Future Health Inc. in connection with a crim-
inal investigation, seizing more than 43 million pages of computerized 
records and 6 million pages of hard copy documents. Five years later, a 
federal judge in Las Vegas ruled that search violated the Fourth Amend-
ment rights of the company’s executives and ordered all material seized 
during the raid suppressed as evidence in an ongoing criminal case. 

The man co-leading the team of lawyers who successfully argued the 
constitutional challenge for SDI against the government was Lance A. 
Etcheverry, a litigation partner in the Los Angeles office of Skadden, 
Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom. 
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So take a few minutes away from the billables and read on about 

these 20 fascinating lawyers. You’ll find that times may be tough but 
the legal industry is still pretty spectactular. In what other profession 
can you do such intellectually stimulating work while changing a little 
(or even a big) part of the world — and, perhaps, make a little money 
while doing it. 

— The Editors


